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_ In the late 19th century,
Milwaukee’s red-light district rivaled that
of San Francisco’s Barbary Coast or New
York Gity's Tenderloin - more than 20
houses of prostitution Hlourished just
one block from City Hall

. St-:':-r;.' I:u;n.' Ldrrg.r Wldt!n
i Fhotography by Nathan Harrmann

+are ne baildings named for him, nor
dhoes a monumment 1o ko exist. Althoagh be
wits cletod mayvor of Mibvaukoe Gve timces
buginming in 1898, Dinid & Hose i best remem-
hered for prossding over a scandal-riddon axdnminds-
tration whene commaption negmod saporeme. Roses
phce in history is permanenthy linked with the
“widkeopen” reputation Milwaukee had in those

Like comparable cities, Mifwahee had 2 section
of ton where the “Touses of ill-nepute” wone
oot In the early dins of the city. there were
several sl Drothels on the south side of Fast
Wisconsin Avenue where the tron Block building is
toxkey. By 1850, the infiux of new buildings and
Iegtimate husinesses had driven the broghels o
pelocate (o an 2rea on River Street (now North
Eolimon Street ) betaoon End Wiolls and Siate siregts

Ty ks s oo, non-resddential arca, the beoth-
cls were able (o ply thoir trade by quietly panving
U police 1o other parts of the
hood. n 1884, 20 year-old Kitty Willzas, who
_ hevame the mwst notorios of the Mifvakes

“makune,” purclused @ ndnsion ol 219 1 Sane S5
soversl neterials incbcie Williams wars 2 fomer
prostitute who accroed 2 substamtial amount of
moncy, allowing her 1o pay cash for the property.

Within five vears, Willians was oporating 2 high-
protile establistanent that quickly becane a Bvorite
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Williars' roputation
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T was at this et when former B Rose,
whe ironically ran on a Democratic roform ticket.
was clecivd nznor. The charsmatic politician do-
whexdl the populace with [emboyant outfits. brillia
spevehns ad o handsome Rentucky colonel goatee,
e cven adopted a Southern dislect, with The
Milwiukee Jourmil quoting him as reforring to
“my poepul” and boe YOO-tee-tul cidelr.” Bur
pertips Roee's bost factical weapon was his phe-
nomenal memory. e walked in public every day,




