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“Shadows

When crossing a Milwaukee street meant dealing with packs of roaming
wild dogs, ever-present heaps of horse manure, giant mudholes filled
with sewer water and thousands of dead fish it's no wonder the
citizens of early Milwaukee looked for a few hours of

entertainment when the opportunity arose.
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sofft, golden light. From 1852, when Milwaokee's

first gras strectlight was installed, until 1880, when
electric lights were placed in the Mewhall House
haotel on the northwest comer of Michdgan and

Broadway, cliv streets, public bulldings, and

private restdences were it by namral gas. During

the gaslighi cra, which lasted approximately 35
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miry arosc. In clry's  populagion poerormcd.  Hustis  oheanes

man mamed John Husis sensed a nocd for a the buibding with hard sooden benchwes and tallow



il illumianason. O !'i-|.'|:|[|:'r|1h-|.'r cveTiing, a Tansdful
ol pritrons braved 4 treacherous, vile-smelling quagmine
o Ard Seeeet fo assemble at Hustis' hall for a purllu'm
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In Hustis' absence, plays were performed at the
Milwakee Saboon, i hall on Broadway near Wisconsin
wenue, In 1846, Chicago theater man John B Rice pre
sented drwma at Military Hall on E Wells Sircet
Althoagh Military Hall was bess than adequaie, it sufficed
for two years until such time as Rice was able o open
his mew theater on Broadwary, Also in operatbon at this
e were Gardener's Hall an Water and Wisconsin, Jolm
Ryvan s Cabety Theater on Broadway, and the Albany Hall
on B Michigan Strect, all of which offered varving
degroes of mussacal and dramatic enicriainment

Thical et ol these thcaters burmed doswn in il carly
1850 codmdcides with the  introddoction  of g_;|h|i:g]1|,
illymmination for pubdic streets and buikdings. Although
el miw, matural gas illumination was superior o tallow
cidles or linterns, gas lighting was not withour l1s
problems. Explosdons amnd other fery mishaps were
commmepdace in these thearers. One of them, Young's
Hall, acoually burncd dowmm twice. Proprictor William
Young evenilly construected his third theaver o of
berick im 1860 ar the cormer of Milwaukee and Michigan
strects. In 186%, the LA00-scar hall was renamed the
ooy of Musie amd woubd sumvse o andther Bl
When Jobn Rice's Broadway Strect  theater
burned, e remmmcd oo Chicign where he won the
clection for mavor. Later Rice was ebected o iimq.:n':-a-.

With a1 e rITCReTE thcater COMTHpRLTY Yot o esialalizh
itsell in o, amaesernent hall owners relied on travel-
ing rmq'r:mim. [1§] ]'r:'rll::mi an their shagnes In those 111}1._
itinerant actors considered  themsehves lucky (o have
thieir roaom andd board covered. More often than not. the
meager box office reccipts meant the actors were
stranded in own unidl enough money was collected o
send them on their way., "Bully™ Foster, a popular
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apencd his owmn theater on the
top foor of the old City Hall
building, which was lecated on
the site af the presemit Ciny Hall
Kurz and s fumily wrote music
painicd scenery, bath scis, and
oven acted as their oam press
agenis. Because they were  the
first 1o use a MEWSpapr i Do pro
mude their shows, Milwaukec's
first theater adveriisang  was in
L reriman

Mckets o shdws such as “Two
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Cenls ancd 25 conts, As mEaney wWas
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nckets for shows were available
vaily in advance at Leuddensnn's
restaurant or Ciis  bookstore
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Kurz emerged as the founding
futher of Milwauker's German
ihcater moscmeel, winich wionakd
fowrish until it was quashed by
the anti-Cocrman scotiment  of
World War 1, The Korz Emilv's
CTWTHNE arhwvement wis e
consinicion of the 1 OENEseal
Stk Theater in 18GR. an ::rull:'m
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stape lowcated a0 Srdd and Kilbowrm
that was devoted exclusively o
the CGeerman theater

When the Mewhall House installed electric lighting in
April, 1880, public reaction (o the new, safer illumins
tin spedbed the beginning of the end for gas. Ironically,
ithie fabulous hotel also burned o the groand three years
later in ome of the greatest disasiers in the city's history
World famous midget performer Tom Thumb, 2 guest in
the hotel at the time, was rescued; 75 other people were
nid a5 fomunate,

Gas lighting was not without its problems.
Explosions and other fiery mishaps were
commonplace in these theaters.

actor! pramoter of the tme, actually pasmicd his pocket
watch to scttle his debis before beaving, Foster thought
Milwaukee a fine theater tommn and wanted to be able to
retwrm at @ later date

In Milesukee s theater infancy, the perfommances
were all English-speaking  poosbuctions However by
1852, the city population was more than 20,000 peopl
With mzarhy cane half besingg of German descent, there was
a market for a theater that offered prochections in tha
lmguigze. Musician Joseph Kure and his Gomily present-
cul musical comedy shows in an infrmal setting i
Maoart Hall, at Schoamd Wells. The fislbowing yvear, Kure

The Academy of Music was the cin's first thoeater o
install clectric bghtlmg in 1882 A contomgurny news
paper account stated thar the lights on the Schline Park
theater s pagoda could be seen 14 miles awsin

Althoasgh it would be a while before electricity com
pletely dominated the landscape, cach year siw mone:
streets, mowe public budbdings, amd moec residonees
accept the conversion. From an entertainmaent stand
perdmid, thesaters built after 1890 were bescions in e
Mitwaukee nigght, brighthy H amd resdy oo acccp the
achvent of masdoa plotines whien they were umveiled
thats Acadicmmy of Music i July, 15540, 3l
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