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b 1930, wiile the omEntry was mocling from the offocts of @ Haansdcial
chipwrcssacan, e Chaen 3 Goeen memie healons oxisged within 2 six-bdock
srcich of downdown Miwaukee The Wisgoonsin, Palscc, Srawd Morrill
Alhambvra, CGoanden, 'Warmner and Biverside Bnod Winoomsdn Averse [romm Syt
Strect io the river. The Miller, Whiic House, Magnct, Empross and Prioooa
I ot siches of MNoeth Thind Snoal botwoon Welb and Wisoommsin, {-sing
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the Shinx beowing company s Albambra theator was showing lilmas
dociumenting the Spanddh Admcrcan War, an offcctve prodocosor of  ithe
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By 1593, molion pectuncs wore boing shown in kocal amuscnscnt parks
sch a2 Shond - The Chastos, 3 water shide park lovatod on the Mibwaukoo River
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T stusrwrsng Jelbwst of the ity s Wisconsin thesior i March, 1924, usherad
in the polden apc of movies @ Mitwasalkoe. With Fronch barogue deoor, 3
swrcpeng morhlc stnrcese ad muscurs-quabny works of an, the Wisoorsan
was 3 palsce 0 ooy o of the word, A spoctscular, T5-foot vortical sign
Furyg firom the thestor s oxtorior. The owners braggeod vhot the hige, kg
sign woiald e soom for mabes in the cvoning
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thecater oamers st ot h.rli:llrg 'll'.llﬂl.'pl.ll_{"ﬁ Iy lore aobences way, In
1909, the RKOY theater chain oomtroctod the Bhaluos Riversade ol kg
thee Midwenikee river: tano vears biter the Warmer boothers ansaveresd wiltly thaew
Mitwankoe Bagpnhip, the 3000-scat art deco Wamer theator

el sy rnciey Ethesators operiting in a six ook arvea, coampetition was e
Buw aftrct smlbences o the dosnibosn yemes. In tolay's S xliredd ilheaior
imhistry, upComidng feafure attrections ane often pitched o pedenisl
mmdicisces with o pee-manufeiured candboosnd standee crested especially for
a particuler Mo Bot i the 1930s and PO80s, proameaotions were moredilily
complex psd cremtive indertakings. that required many theaters (o muiniain a



carpentry/sign shop on the premises and an amist or craftsnan on the payrodl

Milvon Schuliz was a designer an the Albaumbaea theater in 1931 One of his
many projects wis transforming the theaters public space into an Egyptian
tomiby for the premicre of “The Muminy,” Since e wasn't permitted o afix
anything te the all-marble fover, Schultz fwed the challenge of making the
display acsthetically pleasing as well as strucwrally sound. He even wrapped
A INAnTHLUREN i haII;LIHI:.H amcl st n oy fiee 10 make it AP SHMD vesars ol
As ininicate and well-erafted as these promotional displays were, maost had a
lifie: of about a week or two before they were om down and replced by a
semup for i new filim

As the movacs ganed in popalacity, the opulence onoe meserved for the
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In keeping with the deramitown sivie, these neighborbood  countempans
Bugsted overy amenity and convenienoe, fom child care o a howse
arcivestra onr nuesive papee organ. Most importanthy, they had the ushers

ediler Iroan energy andd ambition, appearance and manmers were probably
the single most impenant. aspect of an usher o doorman's personality,
simply because he had more contact with the patron than any other
wmnplayves i the theater. Farrons who entered a theater were immediiately
grected by a doorman whio brushed snow from a2 coat or checked a gentle-
man s bt Then a sarth uniformed usher guided the patron to their scat
Harald Shaffer, who was 17 when he started ar the Tower neardy 70 vears ago,
recalled ihe military diills he keamed in order o be a part of that theater's
ushier corps. "W used fogo up on the ool and practice, practice, practice,”
b =il "~ practced marching and sending St attention, pst like the amy.”
A prosition on the main Aoor was 3 highly sought-after price awarded onby (o
voumg e who Bourishod wnder prossare. Those les graceful woere rebegai-
wel toy working the heleoay, Cremded cach weck as 10 deporfment, politeness
and nesrness, isders Ut el Pedoswe 70 peroenl fws Wwirrks i SOCCEssE
wore replaced. shatfer amd his colleagues often vsdered maoee than 2000 peeo-
ple B thasr scaes om a Bosy Satuncky eveninge shift, " They o ke lined op o all
aroumd the Mock waiting (o get in,” e sl Shaffer worked cvery evendng
s the daytime shift oo sweckends for o silary of 36 a2 week

I 1948, the motion pictane bosiness was affected mationally by g govern
menl anbi-trust law which forbade movie siadios fiom owning, movie
thcaters. As the studios complicd with the b, their once gramd temphes o
amuscment fell ints disrepair. The campenioers, designers, ushers, doormien
hat check girls and other emplivecs gradually Boed s, The smuolianoos
indresduction of tebevision i the loand and 2 post-YWorkd War 1 popaslation
XU [0 newly orcited sEbirbs forced Milvwaokes s neighborhood theaters
like: thes Upaosan, Corficld, Tower and many others to close their doors for
sl OF all thee theaters that ondoe opsenibed doswntivm, only the: Riverside
remains, having been refurbished 2= a pedomung as thster. The fommer
Warmer, renamed the Coentre and then the Grand Ciens, closed in 199%
Cenly the Oriental remains an operating motion plemere theater, giving s
preetrons a foel, undepue ghmpse into the past amd 3 chamwee oo relive some of
e splemdor that wis pant of going o e movies all ihose vears a0 FE
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