Box 15 alerved Milwankee's firemen oo i fire in the Mowhall

Hemase e, bocated at Broadway and Michigan Street {now the
Lanalty Building, 611 X, Broadway, which houses leon Salon,
Wishoom Solutions e, Milwaukee Women s Center, Ardor Pob

I;: the swdclefle of the night on Jane 10, 1883, 2 sudden alamm from

aned Grilke and the Michigan Strect Diner, as well
as lawe oileees, InSLEIsee ACNCs andd several
business ssocigion gifices ) Mearby resbdents,
rosed by the alaems, went back to sleep with
thig ;|~\.._h1:|11]'r|:r:||| phieat all was wasder contral In
Fact, mothing could have been Brther from the
truthe In what was ackoowlodged as one of the
worst disesters of the 19th century, the Mewhall
Hiouse bumed uneoprodlzbly in less tham fowr
hours, taking meore than 70 lves as it went
clima

The hotel opernwsd in August 1857 under the
thirection of owner Daniel Sewhall The si-
story, Al-room structune, desipned o emuolaie
the opubence of 2 Chicago or Mow York City
hasteel, weas cometructedd amd hamished ot a cost of
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In one of the worst local disasters of the 19th century, an out-of-control
blaze destroyed the Newhall House hotel and claimed more than 70
lives in its path — but could this tragedy have been prevented?
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52750600, Fromn the start, the Mowlhall House was an acoountant s
|1|.1ﬂ1|,||1;|n; I ils Eﬁ-:.l:':lr existence, the hotel had nine owners,
fore af whon were able wo realiee a prodit. Despite the otel s
ongoing fnoncial woubles, it was a Bvorite show biz stopover for
the many acting troupes that passed through Milwaokee. Thee

Moewlmall also counted Judee George Reed, post
master Henry Payne and Evening Wisconsin
newspuper gwner William Cramer among the
number of prominent residents whio tived there
permamncntly

Although the Mewhall was a popular hotel, it
carmed some notoriety for its teslency iowand
ires. Prior to the blase that eventually consummd
it, the Mewhall burst into Sames o less than 200
uirmies i 20 years, the first recorded on Videnting's
D 1863, The Newhall narrowhy cscapoed notal
dostruction that evening, with fircfighters con-
taining the blaze 1o nine rooms. After several
other fery mislaps, the peoprictons imstalled
additional fire escapes for gecsts and standpipe
vy expedite the delivery of water.



Faced with a growing reputation for fires,
the hotel found lisclf losing even mone
moncy 45 gests began finding other places
mo a3y, John andsdel, the final owner of the
botel, sought 1o solve this public relations
prihlem by simply not telling gucsis when
the hotel was on Are. Antisdel’s hope was
thar any simation could be sobved without
thicir kvowwdedpe Tt was this policy that was
in place on Jan 10, when the hotel was again
discovercd to be on fire. Here's bow the
evenls unfiolded:

<+ Ar 2 am, watchman William MoKensie
gocs on his scheduled rounds of the building,
His fusvctic at this howr is toosee that all
locks are secured and to chase masne the
tramps that huddle in the doorways for
warmth. As MoKenzie passes the elovator on the Gfth foor, he
motices tiny tendrils of smoke seeping from the door, Alurmcd, he
leaps intor thee elevator, hoping to discover the ciiise, He tnes i
take thie elovator down o the first foor, bt suddeniy the smoke
is s thick it blinds him and be cant carch bis breath, McKenzic
stumbles out of the clevator on the second foor and dashes head-
loorg oo the stairs w0 the Michigan Street entrance, only 1o find
grear cloasdls of smoke hillll\.\‘i!‘Lg incos thae I:'I.‘iEItI nlghr Hr. He ckash-
(L] 11i||:_'L: it the l|'||_|h.'| andl oo o the bascmwent whicre he shoiirs
fior William Linchan, the Newhall's chief enginecr. When Linehan
soes fire coming theough the cleviuor shaft, he grabs a standpape
s limse amd begins 1o dowse the Mames. Realizing his efforts ane
fruitlcss, he shouts for MoKenec w summon s fire department.
The watchmamn, alfrasd for his jll'l"h\ wants e call owner _I-::lhl:'l
Antisdel 10 get permission. "Antisdel’s pot here, and this place is
poing to be pone if we don't get some help! Linehan yells. After a
moment of hesitation, Mokenzic telephones the Broadway firc sta-
tion three blocks up the stroct, It is 405 am

S AL 408 am., the Broschaay fire

Mewhall's Liundry, Kate Linchan is a penma.
pent resident of thie botel Linchan fnds ber
in the: rear of the building, waking other
emplovees and helping them to safety. The
bt is unbearable, and the smoke makes
breathing nearly impossible. Yet Linehan
amd hds sister make six trips back indo the
blaze, cach time carmying an unconscious
vietim to safiety, Omn the fimal trip, be books
Fack 1o make sure Kate s with him.
Herrified, he sees her tum and head bock
inte the fire 0 save another person.
Cwvercome by smoke inhalation, he collaps-
es ofn e sddewalk. wiable to stop her
Arcand hin, the calamin: continues. Actor
John Gifbert leaps from the fifth foor with
his wife. Gilbert is serioushy Injured, bast
survives; his wife is kilbed instantly. Another zctor, the waorld-
Eumous mickget General Tom Thumd, is rescued by a fireman who
carries the 25.mnch Thamb from the hotel on a Bdder,

% Ot im the stroct, Assistant Chicl Bleck's men hold e
picces of camas in a futile attempt 1o catch people who cither Gl
of jump from the upper Booss. A S am, the Newhall's rear wall
comes down with a crash, barving a fire trock in the proccss,

By daslight, the entire structure was destroved, its charred
ruiis steaming and coated with 3 thick laver of lee. Public Works
officials nurned up 47 corpses, many of them bumed beyond ree-
ogmiticar. The official desaih toll was Bsted a7 1 Among the dead
was the hepoic Bare Linehan. who fell o her death wehile climb-
tng from an upper story window, Also found in the ruins was the
charred body of Judge George Reed. Curiosity seckers who
prowled theoweh the smoking debris came away with half-bairmed
heroks, fiased pleces of metal and other gristy souvenirs. They also
carricd away a number of care and valuable coins, part of the
harge colbection owned by General Tom Thumib,

The MNewhall House fire inomedi-

station bell sounds and the hirst hook:
and-ladder truck, hanled by a powier-
fial tewm of horses, changes out of the
building, As the firemon come down
Broatvery thoy can see the reflection
of fire against the buildings opposite
the Newhall House, It takes them less
than ron MEILes o arrive on the
seene, bur already frightened puests
are fecing the hotel. Worse, the fre-
men soc poopbe jmping out of win-
dhows am] lamdling on thee concnete
below. As one of the Bremen muns
e the hotel po find the scuarce of
thie hlaee, he is hit by a falling body
from one of the windows abanve
Retwrning fromn the infermo, the fice-
e pronounde the hodel doomied
Assistand Fire Chief John Black orders
a crew with hoses into the haobel, hop-
ing to at least prevent the fire from
spreading o the surrounding buikd-
ings. With 11 dead or dyving bodics at
his feet, Black onganizes other fire-
figdhters into groups 1o catch people
tlling frosm Qe upper sloncs,

ately bescame a story af nationwide
importance. The horrific spectacle
was detailed on the cover of Frank
Leslic's Hustrated Newspaper, the
Matbomal Encpuicer of its dins,
Mibvaukes Journal editor Lucius
Micman exprossed outrage over the
hotel's poor construction and the
hack of adequate fire cscapes as Jobhn
Antisdel defended himselt agains
charges of gross negligence. His pol-
icy of trving to contain the blaze
without first rousing guests was
harshly criticied in open court,
Fven more damaging was evidence
brought forh sugpesting the fire
wals deliberately s, possibly by a
disgruntled coplovee, Ultimately,
Antisdel was cleared of any wrong-
doing. A disgusted Mieman pub-
lished a sarcastie editorial in the
Tourmal thanking the jurors for their
decision, Perhaps the only good ihat
cammee from the Newhall House disas.
er was that it led Milwaukee o the
evemiinl] ceenhan il a h-mh.hﬂg

o Inside the Newhall House, engi-
et Linehan frantically searches for
bnis sister, Katc, In chorge of the
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farorile shor biz sfoporer for
Frenified vl pviiienl Marvagle Miravker

inspection department and a set of
codes o minimize a repetition of
the 1883 firc. B¥
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